
I 



ocumni ‘j vn 


v Source 



S ir: A dispatch has just been received from Mr. Dallas, dated 
the 9th of April instant, the record of which (No. 330) you 
doubtless will find in the archives of the legation when you 
shall have arrived at London. . . . 

Mr. Dallas. . . endeavored to impress upon his lordship how 
important it must be that Great Britain and France should abstain, 
at least for a considerable time, from doing what, by encouraging 
groundless hopes, would widen a breach still though capable of 
being closed; but that his lordship seemed to think the matter not 
ripe for decision one way or the other, and remarked that what he 
had already said was all that at present it was in his power to say. 

When you shall have read the instructions at large which 
have been sent to you, you will hardly need to be told that these 
last remarks of his lordship are by no means satisfactory to this 
government. Her Britannic Majesty’s government is at liberty to 
choose whether it will retain the friendship of this government 
by refusing all aid and comfort to its enemies, now in flagrant 
rebellion against it, as we think the treaties existing between the 
two countries require, or whether the government of her Majesty 
will take the precarious benefits of a different course. 

You will lose no time in making known to her Britannic 
Majesty’s government that the President regards the answer of his 
lordship as possibly indicating a policy that this government would 
be obliged to deem injurious to its rights and derogating from its 
dignity. 

I am sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WILLIAM H. SEWARD 
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